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Doctor Faustus

and His Composition: Reflections
on Thomas Mann’s Fictional Composer

Mr. Adams will look in depth at how an author treats the process
of musical composition and the cognitive listening process in
general, focusing not only on Thomas Mann’s classic novel but also
on fictional composers in the works of Proust and Romain Rolland.

Doctor Atomic

and His Gadget: Composing
the American Mythology

Mr. Adams will talk about his own operas and how they

reflect American archetypes: the atomic bomb (Doctor Atomic),
presidential power and global politics (Nixon in China), and
terrorism (The Death of Klinghoffer).



