
The 

FRANKE LECTURES IN THE HUMANITIES  •  SPRING 2018

The Franke Lectures are made possible by the generosity of Richard and Barbara Franke, and are intended  
to present important topics in the Humanities to a wide and general audience.

Whitney Humanities Center  •  53 Wall Street, Room 208

Wednesday, February 28 • 5 pm
Natasha Trethewey, United States  
Poet Laureate, 2012–2014
 “Bellocq’s Ophelia: New Orleans  
in the American Imaginary”

Wednesday, April 4 • 5 pm
Tom Piazza, novelist and writer  
on American music
 “Improvising Identity: New Orleans and  
the American Dream”

Wednesday, April 11 • 5 pm
Mitch Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans
 “NOLA 2018: New Orleans Tricentennial”

Wednesday, April 18 • 5 pm
Lynnell Thomas, American Studies 
University of Massachusetts Boston
 “New Orleans at 300: Tourism, Historical 
Memory, and Post-Katrina Reality”

Image by Allan Warren (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons.
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photograph: “Man and Movie Poster, New Orleans, Louisiana or Vicksburg, Mississippi” was made in 1936.  
© Walker Evans Archive, The Metropolitan Museum of Art.


